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surface of Indian life.' Lord Ripon had outraged the
deepest feelings of the European community while
raising the expectations of the Indians to a pitch which
at that time appeared almost feverish. Lord Dufferin
succeeded in restoring good relations between the
Government of India and its Civil Service, without
overtly repudiating the Ripon system and without
violating the principle of the continuity of viceregal
policy. Nor were his own opinions in any sense
reactionary.

The older officials for instance were apt to tell him
that it was a mistake for any Viceroy to consider
native opinion or to pay attention to the vernacular
press.   He was aware that the latter represented only
a small class of educated Indians, but he contended
that the importance of the educated would rapidly
increase.     * Although/  he wrote,  c this  class is  at
present small and uninfluential, it is both wise and
right to count with it, and we must remember that it
is above all things a growing power/ It was two years
after his arrival in India that this power began to
assume definite political shape. In the winter of 1886-
1887 an Association of Reform met in Calcutta and
conferred upon  itself the  title  of * The  National
Congress *.   Lord Dufferin was not unsympathetic to
this movement although he was fully aware of its
possible implications.   He urged the British Govern-
ment c to give quickly and with a good grace whatever
it may be possible or desirable to accord *.   He was
fully alive to the fact that the more advanced members
of the Congress party desired to retain the benefits of
British protection while dispensing with the restrictions
of British rule.  He was not in the least perturbed by